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The 8th edition of Who Rules America? is available now.



WhoRulesAmerica.net

Power, Politics, & Social Change



by G. William Domhoff





Welcome to WhoRulesAmerica.net, a site about how power is distributed and wielded in the United States. It both builds upon and greatly supplements the book Who Rules America?, now in its 8th edition. As of August 2023, the book also includes a lengthy new Prologue that covers the many events that have occurred since mid-2022 and includes a discussion of the key factors that will determine the outcome of the fateful 2024 elections. WRA's latest subtitle is "The Corporate Rich, White Nationalist Republicans, and Inclusionary Democrats in the 2020s"; the story of how we got here and where we're going next is complicated, but most of the answers are in the book and/or this Web site; you can also watch some videos of Bill Domhoff giving invited lectures on the topic.


Among the many things you'll find in this Web site: supplementary information and updates for readers of Who Rules America?; an overview of the American power structure at the national level and an in-depth look at power at the local level; a look at the wealth and income distribution in the U.S.; and an overview of the Four Networks theory of power, which provides the best general theory of power and social change within which to situate the class-domination theory we've developed specifically for the United States.





This site also includes a special section (including photos and first-hand accounts) about a unique elite social club that's been holding its annual California summer retreat for well over a century: The Bohemian Club & The Bohemian Grove. And there are analyses of social movements and social change based on research in the social sciences; critiques of alternative theories of power; links to Web sites and books about power and social change in the United States; and much more. You can use the menu on the left side of the page to navigate through the site (each section heading clicks open to reveal several documents).



Questions and Answers


Q:  So, who does rule America?

A:  The owners and managers of large income-producing properties; i.e., the owners of corporations, banks, other financial institutions, and agri-businesses. But they have plenty of help from the managers and experts they hire.  You can read the essential details of the argument on this site, or read the newest edition of Who Rules America?.


Q:  Do the same people rule at the local level that rule at the federal level?

A:  No, not quite. The local level is dominated by the land owners and businesses that own downtown real estate and big shopping malls. They come together as growth coalitions, which turn cities into "growth machines" when they gain control of local government. Everything is about land values for them, and that requires office buildings, stadiums, museums, concert halls, shoppers, conventions, and tourists.


Q:  Do they rule secretly from behind the scenes, as a conspiracy?

A:  No, conspiracy theories are all wrong for many reasons.  It's true that some corporate leaders lie and steal, and that some government officials — including the President — initiate secret actions and then try (and usually fail) to keep them out of the newspapers. But those activities are not what is meant by a conspiracy theory, most of which involve an imagined small group of people secretly plotting to gain or retain control of the government through illegal means.


Q:  Then how do they rule?

A:  That's a complicated story, but the short answer is through lobbying, open and direct involvement in general policy planning on the big issues, participation (in large part through campaign donations) in political campaigns and elections, and through appointments to key decision-making positions in government.


Q:  Are you saying that elections don't matter?

A:  No, but they usually matter a lot less than they could, and a lot less in America than they do in other industrialized democracies. That's because of the nature of the electoral rules and the unique history of the slave-owning South.


Q:  Does social science research have anything useful to say about making progressive social change more effective?

A:  Yes, it does, but few if any people pay much attention to that research.
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