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Sex worker’s rights movement began from 1997 when the Taipei City government terminated the public
prostitution policy. However, the law still allowed organized groups to control the sex trade industry in
many ways, including international human trafficking, exploiting prostitutes with high percentage of
commission and violence, and the consideration of drugs and public health. The law also only imposed
sanction on prostitutes. Patrons are free to punishments. The unequal regulation was finally held
unconstitutional by the Constitutional Court. Originally, the aim of the new restriction rule was to avoid
unequal punishments on the vulnerable prostitutes. However, no local government created a “red-light
district” since the law passed. Thus, selling sex is still illegal, and women are still disproportionately
punished for engaging in commercial sex. Feminists in Taiwan were divided into two groups. Some
support the view that prostitution is the outcome of male dominance, and legalizing commercial sex not
only oppresses women, but also reinforces gender stereotypes. Others hold that legalizing selling sex
not only changes the traditional constraints on women’s freedom of choosing sex partners, but also
empowers women who are situated under strenuous social or economic circumstances. Her talk will
introduce the history of Taiwan’s feminist movement and the development of sex industry, including the
“red-light district” policy under the new law through different approaches
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