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The current social and political moment in the US 
raises new questions about the possibility 
of achieving restorative justice, decarceration, and 
educational reform. Join Sociology@UCSantaCruz 
for our first Spring Colloquia by Angela Irvine, PhD 
from Ceres Policy Research. 
 
Irvine will present several analytic case studies 
highlighting the intersecting ways schools, 
courts, and prisons often work against 
efforts to better educate children, 
strengthen families and rehabilitate 
offenders, and offer insights on what next 
steps we can take now. In connection, Dr. 
Irvine will discuss how her social policy research 
has influenced her career trajectory, both inside 
and outside the academy. 

ANGELA IRVINE, PH.D. has more than 25 years of experience in education and social policy. Raised in Santa Cruz 
County, CA, Dr. Irvine earned her BA from UC Berkeley in 1988, her secondary teaching credential from St. Mary’s College 
of California in 1989, and her PhD in sociology from Northwestern University in 2002 while simultaneously serving as a 
National Science Fellow (NSF) in public policy and program evaluation. Dr. Irvine spent eight years running Ceres Policy 
Research from 2002 through 2010, four years as research director at the National Council on Crime and Delinquency 
(NCCD), and two years as a Vice President at Impact Justice. She has studied housing, education, health, and criminal 
justice policy. She has served as the principal investigator of a national study of youth deincarceration; a national study of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, questioning, gender nonconforming and transgender (LGBQ/GNCT) young people in the youth justice 
system; a project to improve permanency for LGBT youth and youth of color within the criminal justice and youth justice 
systems; a survey of every detention hall, ranch, and camp in California to understand statewide pathways into the youth 
justice system for LGBT young people; and a National Institute of Justice researcher-practitioner partnership grant in Santa 
Cruz County to determine whether structured decision-making instruments used by adult probation departments can lead to 
more equitable probation outcomes for Latinos and women. She is currently working with youth justice organizations to 
create research collaboratives that center the voice of the community over research experts. 


